FEBRUARY 2006
BAR EXAM

Semper Fi!
By Lt. Brandon W. Barnett, U.S. Marine Corps

Included here are the
remarks that Lt. Brandon
Barnett, high scorer on
the February Bar exam,
delivered to the attorneys
inducted into the State
Bar of Texas on May 22.
For a complete list of
those who passed the
February Bar exam, visit
www.texasbar.com.

G

ood morning, Your Honors. Or should I say, “May it Please the Court?” I am honored to be
able to speak in front of an outstanding crowd — the honorable justices, the deans of the law
schools, members of the Board of Law Examiners, the soon to be newly licensed attorneys,
and their family and friends.
I would like to start by thanking the Lord Jesus Christ, my savior, without whose grace I could
not have even passed the Bar exam nor accomplished anything else that I have in my life. I know that
some of my best study sessions for the Bar were when I put down the BAR/BRI books and picked
up my Bible. In it, I found inspiration and encouragement that helped me considerably. I would also
like to thank my wife, who was actually my fiancée while I was studying for the Bar. I neglected her
for eight weeks and I cancelled her birthday, which fell on Feb. 22, the second day of the Bar — so
I owe her for that. I would also like to thank Mrs. Molly Shortall, with whom I studied for the Bar
during the final two weeks. Molly was pregnant while studying for the Bar Exam and she actually
received word that she passed the Bar while she was in labor delivering her baby — so she received
two wonderful gifts on the same day. I would also like to thank my family and friends from whom
I have always received encouragement. They have repeatedly assured me that I could accomplish
anything, and I thank them for that.

Lt. Brandon W. Barnett (above, third from left), the high scorer on the February 2006 bar exam, is pictured with
Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice Wallace B. Jefferson (left), Barnett’s wife, Crystal, and Justice Scott Brister. Barnett received his law degree from Texas Tech University School of Law. He is stationed in Virginia, where he is
beginning a four-year service commitment to the U.S. Marine Corps.
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